Travellers in India

possible to secure his friendship. The crucial
point round which the battle raged was the
right of search. Roe claimed absolute exemp-
tion, as an ambassador, both for himself and
his party; but the Mogul Governor insisted on
the contrary view, and even wished to add to
the ordeal the humiliation of a minute exami-
nation of the ambassador's person. Nothing but
the most courageous and unflinching deter-
mination enabled Roe to emerge in triumph
from the dispute.

This troublesome business settled. Roe went
to Ajmir, where the " Great Mogul" was at
that time residing. Here he remained for the
greater part of three years, engaged in an un-
ceasing diplomatic fight, the object of which
was to obtain some sort of permanent agree-
ment with regard to trade which would place
the English commerce in East Indian waters
upon a sound footing. The journal which he
kept of his experiences and observations during
these three strenuous years is one of the best
known of the Anglo-Indian writings of this
class; but it is so limited in its scope that it can-
not here demand attention proportionate to its
fame. As a record of Mogul court life it may
stand by the side of the narratives of Hawkins,
Bernier, and Manucci, but the more pertinent
observations relative to the state of the country
and the people, which we should have preferred,
are lacking. Roe, after all, was a courtier and a
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